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I n t er n at ion al  GCSE/ Ed ex cel  Cer t i f i cat e Sp an ish  

Pap er  2  Read in g  an d  W r i t in g  

Ex am in er s’  Rep or t  

 

Gen er al  com m en t s 

 

The reading and wr it ing paper tests candidates' comprehension of writ ten 

texts of varying length and complexity v ia a series of f ive different  quest ion 

styles:  matching pictures with words or statements, choosing a correct  

m issing word, select ing five t rue statements from a bank of ten and wr it ing 

answers in Spanish. The reading quest ions this year covered the topics of 

direct ions, health, fr iends, technology and the t radit ions of Argent inian 

cowboys. 

 

There are also two writ ing exercises, one short  and one long. The short  

writ ing task (Q3b)  asked candidates to wr ite about  the t ime they spend with 

their fr iends. The longer writ ing task (Q6)  gave a choice of three topics:  

writ ing a diary ent ry about  their daily rout ine, a let ter request ing a job and 

a blog about  a fr iend’s bir thday. For each topic, candidates had to respond 

to four bullet  points that  gave them the opportunit y to wr ite in a range of 

tenses and to express an opinion. The most  popular of these were the job 

applicat ion and the birthday blog.  

 

Q1  

This was designed as a mult iple-choice task accessible to all levels of ability.  

Students had to match road signs with phrases such as “ todo recto” . The 

phrase that  caused the most  diff iculty was ( ii)  “ cruza el puente” , the easiest  

turned out  to be (v)  “hasta el cent ro de la plaza” . Most  students scored 4 

out  of 5. 

 

Q2  

Students had to choose which of three pictures best  represented the 

content  of short  phrases about  health like “Si estoy mucho t iem po al sol me 

duele la cabeza” . The difference between “pie”  and “pierna”  was not  known 

by some, causing m istakes in (v) .  A typical score was 4 out  of 5. 

 

Q3 a 

This quest ion consisted of f ive statements summarising the com ments of 

three young people talk ing about  spending t ime with fr iends. Students had 

to find a correct  word to fill in a blank in the statements, e.g. “Rafael y 

Mario t ienen intereses sim ilares” . 3(a) ( i)  and 3(a) ( ii)  appeared to be the 

easiest  and 3(a) ( iv)  “ se div ierte” , the hardest . A score of 4 out  of 5 was 

widely achieved. 

 

3 b  

Students were asked to respond to the related quest ion “¿Cuánto t iempo 

pasas con tus am igos? ¿Qué haces con ellos?” .  Five words or phrases were 

given as support  and the text  of Q3b was also a source of useful vocabulary 

and st ructures. The majority of candidates achieved full marks as this 

quest ion is targeted at  Grade D and requires only the use of the present  

tense to be able to access the top mark bands. I n many cases students 

went  far beyond the standard necessary, t rying to impress by wr it ing more 

 



words than the 50 required for the task, and adding examples of what  they 

used to do with their  fr iends and what  they will be doing with their fr iends 

next  weekend. This was largely successful, but  some weaker students who 

at tempted to use different  t ime frames affected the success of their 

communicat ion because of lack of grammat ical knowledge;  they would be 

bet ter to st ick to the present  tense. 

 

A few students did not  ment ion how much t ime they spend with their 

fr iends, although most  successfully merged the two elements of the 

quest ion into one and talked about  specific act iv it ies they do and how often 

they do it , e.g. “salim os a menudo…”, “cada sábado vamos de compras” .   

Those who did not  ment ion how much t ime they spend or who did not  

ment ion their fr iends (writ ing only about  their own hobbies)  could not  score 

highly for this. Although the quality of the language used was frequent ly 

beyond the standard required, some fam iliar vocabulary caused problems:  

“divert ido”  was not  always used successfully:  var iat ions of “ tenemos 

divert ido”  appear ing often. 

 

Q4  

This quest ion related to a text  about  a com puter designed for children. From 

a list  of ten statements summarising the art icle, the five correct  statements 

had to be ident if ied. Statements B, E and H were ident if ied by most  

students. F and J proved to be harder. A score of 4 out  of 5 was typical. 

 

Q5  

This text  was from the Home and abroad topic area, specifically Everyday 

life, t radit ions and comm unit ies in a Spanish speaking count ry . I t  featured a 

text  about  the changing lifestyle of Argent inian gauchos. Many candidates 

were reliant  on direct  lifts for their responses but  this did not  always reveal 

a good understanding of the art icle. Many of the ' lifts' were either too long 

or m issing a crucial word so that  they did not  communicate. This was 

part icular ly not iceable in Q5(c) ( i)  and 5(c) ( ii) . Many t ransferred “no comían 

más que carne”  to “no comían más carne”  or “no comían carne” . I n 5(c) ( ii) ,  

many candidates lifted only “sólo servía como com ida para anim ales”  or “ la 

t ierra solo servía com o com ida para animales” , neither of which could be 

credited. Other students, who correct ly lift ed “no comían más que carne”  in 

5(c) ( ii) , clear ly did not  understand the lack of logic in having given the 

incorrect  answer “eran vegetarianos”  in 5(c) ( i) . 

Responses to (d)  and (e)  caused diff icult ies;  the concept  of the freedom 

experienced at  f irst  due to the enormous open spaces and then this being 

curtailed with the creat ion of farms was not  understood by weaker students. 

Many incorrect ly chose to respond to (d)  with “ la mayoría vivía en el 

inter ior”  and to (e)  with “el país se convirt ió en un popular dest ino de 

em igrantes” . 

Most  candidates seemed to respond successfully to 5( f) ( i)  but  5( f) ( ii)  was 

widely m isunderstood with many opt ing for  the more general “pasaron a ser 

unos t rabajadores agrícolas” , rather than report ing the specific informat ion 

that  the gauchos no longer needed to move animals to market .  

Responses to 5(g)  were most ly successful but  some students commented 

too generally about  the loss of “ la v ida t radicional” . An average m ark of 6 

out  of 10 was achieved. 

 

 



Q6  

This final quest ion required candidates to write an essay which was marked 

out  of 10 for Communicat ion and Content , out  of 5 for Knowledge and 

applicat ion of language and 5 for Accuracy. There were several candidates 

who could not  get  beyond the 7-8 mark band for Communicat ion and 

Content  as they did not  cover all the bullet  points that  were required for full 

marks. Overall, the exam iners saw many imaginat ive pieces of writ ing, 

showing interest ing vocabulary, complex grammar and accurate handling of 

a var iety of tenses. Some less able candidates at tempted to narrate events 

involving over ly complicated st ructures. Grammat ical ambit ion is to be 

applauded, but  low m arks for accuracy were a result  of candidates knowing 

what  they wanted to say in English, but  simply not  having the knowledge of 

Spanish to achieve it .  A simpler sty le, based on a narrower range of 

st ructures that  could be handled confident ly, would often have been 

rewarded with a higher mark, as the com municat ion would have been more 

successful.  

 

Opt ion 6(a)  was the least  popular choice. I t  gave the chance to write a diary 

ent ry and gave r ise to some creat ive pieces with candidates discussing 

issues such as breaking up with a boy or gir lfr iend, taking an exam or an 

accident  which they witnessed on the way to school, however, some 

responses did not  make it  clear that  that  day had been different  to normal. 

Many students failed to not ice that  the last  bullet  point  required them to 

discuss what  they were going to do “en tu casa”  next  weekend and went  on 

to talk about  clubbing or at tending concerts with fr iends, losing the chance 

to score top marks. 

 

Many students opted for 6(b) ;  this required students to write a let ter asking 

for a job in a restaurant . Unsurpr isingly, candidates rarely used “usted”  for 

this let ter,  but  there was no penalty for this. A small number of students 

wrote asking for a different  j ob or described a job they already had. A 

disappoint ing number of responses simply described last  year’s holiday and 

could be awarded no marks, in spite of exam iners’ best  efforts to find some 

element  of the response that  could be linked with the essay br ief. I t  is 

essent ial that  students read the brief carefully and ensure that  their answer 

responds to this. No credit  can be given to pre-prepared essays;  if the 

content  scores 0, then so must  the language marks.  

 

Opt ion 6(c)  was a popular choice but  unfortunately some bullet  points were 

not  fully addressed by a number of candidates. With regard to the first , 

some candidates did not  recognise that  the past  tense was required, and 

some wrote about  their  own birthday, rather than a fr iend’s. There was 

some ambiguit y in the response to the second bullet  point , which asked for 

a reason why this birthday was special. Convincing answers were that  it  was 

a significant  age (e.g. 18)  or that  it  would be the last  birthday celebrated 

together or that  fr iends and fam ily had t ravelled a great  distance as a 

surprise. Less convincing responses simply said it  was special because it  

was fun. I n the third bullet  point , some candidates stated that  they liked 

bir thdays or presents but  did not  say anything about  birthday part ies. 

Overall the final point  was covered well, although at  t imes this related to 

the fr iend’s next  bir thday, rather than the writer ’s.  

 



Overall the outcomes of this paper were sim ilar to results in previous years. 

Students seemed to have been well-prepared for the exam, but  teachers 

should emphasise the need for students to read the quest ions carefully both 

before and after wr it ing their  answer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website 

on this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com/ iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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